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From The Desktop of Bob Pratt 

Happy New Year everyone!!  Most purists say that 2001 is the real start of the new millennium, so happy 21st century too!!

I apologize for not getting to the meeting last month.  It was my wife’s er.. 39th birthday and we spent it walking around Boston Common looking at the lights and going to the House of Blues for dinner.

I hope that everyone got want they wanted for the holidays.  I haven’t heard anyone bragging about a rig on the air recently though.

The weather has been pretty good lately, although we did get a scare last week.  This is the time of the year when the weather is pretty unpredictable so it might be a good idea to make sure that all of your radio batteries are charged and in good order.  Don’t be surprised by finding out that the batteries you thought were charged don’t hold a charge when you need them the most. 

If you don’t have one now, it might also might be a good idea to make a lights-out kit.  Mine consists of about ten candles and candleholders, some matches and a  propane lighter, and extra propane.  We also have Coleman lanterns and a stove.

About the only thing that we don’t have is a generator.  Oh, well. I’ll put that on my wish list.  I finally got around to renewing my license.  Boy, 10 years go by pretty fast.

I have been thinking about getting LOGic 6 logbook for WA1DUZ.  If anyone is using this program, let me know what you think about it.

This month’s meeting will feature a speaker from the Red Cross explaining how they and amateur radio can form a partnership.  February's meeting will feature a video and a talk on radio control airplanes.  For those who don’t know it, Ed McSweeney, KB1CYX, and Bob Mandeville, N1EDM, are also into Control line and R/C flying.  Remember, as hams we can use parts of 6 meters for radio control transmission.  March will feature Dave Newman, WB1EVP talking about CAP ELT tracking.  Detailed information is  featured later in this newsletter.

See you at the meeting.

73,

Bob Pratt, KA1DZA

From Secretaries Desk
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MEETING OPENED: 2000

December 2000

DIRECTORS PRESENT: 

N1EDM, W1GMF, N1PRK

TREASURY REPORT: John N1PRK

Treasury Report read. Motion: Accept as read. Seconded/Approved

SECRETARY REPORT: Gil W1GMF

Secretary Report printed in Newsletter/Webpage. Motion: Accept as printed. Seconded/Approved

REPEATER TRUSTEE REPORT: Jay N1FDX

Jay spoke about the new Repeater and controller.  All is working well with the repeater and he is learning more about the controller day by day.  He is experimenting with the different macro’s, to customize them for Club meeting announcements and Skywarn notices.  This controller seems to be very similar to the [old] ACC controller, but with more goodies.

 Gil clarified the situation with the shutdown of the 440 repeater.  He plugged it in and it came on and is still running.  No obvious reason for the shutdown.  WHEW!

The PL tone on the repeater is 67.0 from midnight to 0600.  The phone patch is operating. If anyone has a problem, contact Jay N1FDX or Gil W1GMF.  When controller programming has been completed a publication will be given only to the members.

Carl stated that as the weather gets warmer the old .18 repeater equipment would be cleaned and checked and then installed at the Brockton VA hospital along with the old 440 repeater as backups.

CLUB CALLSIGN TRUSTEE: Carl N1FYZ

Nothing new to report this month.

SKYWARN/ARES REPORT: Carl N1FYZ

Carl spoke about the upcoming weather and warned people to keep heads up for winter storms and that snow depths and snow/rain changes are to be recorded.

OLD BUSINESS:

1. Bob N1EDM talked about the new newsletter being dressed up to be sent to all in the Microsoft Word format.  This will allow pictures to be sent in the newsletter. 

2. The Trustees discussed the insurance situation.  Gil spoke on the new waiver ARRL has on their insurance where antennas, cables, and radios will be covered.  After some discussion it was decided to go with the ARRL insurance. Motion: To make a list of all club equipment and insure by ARRL. Payments of $300 or less should be the guideline. Seconded/Accepted

NEW BUSINESS:

1. Bob spoke about his Model Aircraft club coming to do a talk and demo at a meeting. This will possibly be at the February meeting.

2. Gil said that the Brockton Red Cross wishes to visit the club to talk about amateur radio and the Red Cross. They will be at the January meeting.

3. Carl spoke about the involvement that Herb Lemon has had with the club during the past months and his contribution of the new Kendecom Repeater. He would like to have the members vote to make Herb a Life Member. Motion: To approved Herb Lemon KC1ZW as a Life Member. Seconded/Approved

Meeting closed at 2130.

Respectively Submitted

Gil W1GMF, Secretary

CAP Communications Van Demonstration

Dave Newman, WB1EVP

The Civil Air Patrol will be holding a simulated Search and Rescue (SAREX) based at Taunton Airport on Saturday, January 20th at 9 am.  The NEW and improved CAP Operations and

 Communications truck will be at the Airport.  Since Dave will be one of the operators, he welcomes any MARA member to drop by between 10AM to 1PM and take a peek at the truck.  The van can communicate from HF to UHF.

Dave says that, with some 'incentive', he might even have the coffee running by 10 am.  Ask for Lt. Newman.

Marconi Radio Club Special Event

January 18, 2001, 1200Z - 2200Z

The Marconi Radio Club, W1AA will celebrate the 98th Anniversary of Guglielmo Marconi's First Transatlantic Radio Transmission between Cape Cod Massachusetts and England.  The Marconi Radio Club will operate from Cape Cod using the call sign W1AA/CC .  "CC" was Marconi's first call sign for his transatlantic Cape Cod Station long before the existence of the FCC and issuing of call signs.  The MRC will operate two High Frequency amateur radio stations on CW and Voice.  Hours of planned operation are from 1200Z through 2200Z, January 18, 2001 on the 20 through 10-meter bands.  Operation will be from a former Coast Guard Life Boat Station close to the original 1903 Marconi Transatlantic Radio Station site within the National Sea Shore Park.  Most of the original 1903 Marconi station site has been carried away by beach erosion.

73, Whitey K1VV - k1vv@tmlp.com

President - Marconi Radio Club  

W1AA web Page : http://personal.tmlp.com/k1vv/w1aa/event2001.html
Upcoming Meeting Activities

January:   In January, MARA will be hosting members from the Brockton Red Cross office to speak with us about involvement between Amateur Radio Operators and the Red Cross.  This promises to be very interesting.  Please plan to attend.

February: Ed, KB1CYX, and Bob, N1EDM, will bring Radio Controlled airplanes to the meeting.  In addition, Ed will have a videotape of a recent R/C club summer activity, which included miniature turbine jets turning at speeds of greater than 100,000 RPM.

March: Dave Newman, WB1EVP, will put on a demonstration of CAP's aircraft ELT (Emergency Locator Transmitter) DF techniques as used by the CAP for finding downed aircraft.  If you are interested [the Foxhunters sure will be! - Ed.], you might first want to attend Dave's CAP SAREX at the Taunton Airport (see elsewhere in this issue).  To quote Dave, "We "cheat" and Foxhunt with aircraft and ground teams".

Bouvet Island is QRV Again!

According to the latest Newsline Amateur Radio Bulletin, ARS 3Y0C will be active for the next several months.  Chuck Brady, N4BQW, is part of a scientific research time on Bouvet.  Unlike previous DXpeditions, Chuck will only be on as his personal time permits.

Newsline said that chances of another DXpedition to Bouvet in the near future are slim, and Chuck’s operation will probably be the last for several years to come.

For Sale

Icom IC-735 HF Transceiver 160-10 meter all mode 100 watts.  IC-EX243 Electronic keyer installed.  Includes HM-36 hand mic, owners manual and service manual.  Has just recently been serviced.  Excellent condition.  $400.00  Contact Jay N1FDX at 508-947-6986 or jaypeg@mediaone.net

Marlborough Flea Market
Transmitted by John Wittey, N1PRK

Saturday, February 17.  10:00Am to 2:00PM.  Marlborough Middle School, Thresher Drive (off Union St.) or off Bolton St (Rt. 85).  Setup 8:00AM.  4 ½-ft round tables or 10-foot spaces are  $12 before Feb 7, R15 Feb 7 and later.  General Admission $3.

VE Session will be held from $9:00 to $11:00.  Fee will (probably) be $10.  Walk-ins OK.  For information, call Ann Weldon, KA1PON.  Call before 9:00PM.  (508) 481-4988.  Talk-in on 146.61 (pl. 146.2), 233.94 MHz (pl. 103.5) and 449.925.

Take Route 495N to Route 20E.  At about your 6th light (Lincoln street), Route 20 turns right.  At this point, you should depart Route 20 and continue straight.  Your next intersections should be Union Street.  Turn left on Union Street, then right on Thresher Drive.

AO-40 Recovery Seen

AMSAT-DL Vice President Peter Guelzow, DB2OS, has provided ANS with a summary of recent command team actions regarding AO-40.

The recovery efforts of AO-40 continue, mainly centered on housekeeping tasks designed to improve and stabilize the systems onboard the satellite. In addition, new software routines were successfully loaded that restored all Battery Charge Regulator functions and have resulted in a positive power budget with happy batteries. The command team is also pleased to report that the AO-40 Flight Software is now completely re-loaded (with the exception of D-block programming and WOD routines which will be done later).

Command station G3RUH (James Miller) reported that commanding AO-40 on L-band frequencies was fairly easy, thus it appears the L-band receiver seems to be work nominally.

A quick look at received telemetry instrumentation shows Helium pressure at essentially where it was following the first 400-N motor burn. Also, it appears that a few temperature and current sensors either failed and/or are showing incorrect values. The onboard sun sensors appear to be fine and are showing a solar angle that is near our predictions. The received spin rate telemetry is not accurate when compared to the actual spin as measured by the Doppler wobbling of the S-band beacon. There appears to be a substantial spin increase. Clearly, more time is needed to analyze and understand what has happened here.

The good news is that the spacecraft is now fully under control. During the next several days, additional software will be loaded and the various uplinks will be verified before a command is sent to turn on the 2-meter again.

Stay tuned to ANS for additional bulletins from AMSAT, the official source for information on AMSAT OSCAR-40. 

New FCC System Yields Fast License Grants

ARLB051 

The FCC's new system to handle batch filed amateur applications from Volunteer Examiner Coordinators has cut processing time from hours to minutes. The FCC inaugurated the more rapid amateur license application processing system December 28.

''Way to go, FCC!'' said an enthusiastic ARRL-VEC Manager Bart Jahnke, W9JJ, after his office fed its first batch of license applications into the system.  Jahnke says processing of five dozen ARRL-VEC applications took about 50 minutes. The W4VEC in North Carolina and Central America VEC also took advantage of the new system for the first time.

Except for a two-hour window right after midnight each day, the speedy new system looks for VEC submissions each hour on the half-hour. With FCC license grant processing now measured in terms of hours instead of days, the major factor now determining the time from exam to license grant is how quickly VE teams get their test results to their VECs.

The FCC has been estimating a processing window of up to 90 minutes, depending on volume and arrival time. License grant results should be available immediately on the Universal Licensing System Web site

http://www.fcc.gov/wtb/uls, using the license search option.  Once a grant is in the FCC database, the licensee has operating privileges.

Applications processed by the FCC one day will appear in the public update (''zip'') files the following morning. Public call sign servers on the Internet should be able to update within 24 hours after FCC action--rather than the 48 hours that's now typical.

On-line filings from individuals, weekend filings and FCC-manually processed applications filed to Gettysburg will continue to be handled as they are now. These are batched for midnight processing, and weekend filings will not queue up until Monday midnight.

[Ed. Note; below are comments from a separate message sent from ARRL VEC Bart Jahnke, W9JJ, to ARRL VE's regarding ARLB051

FCC is to be congratulated!

License grant turnaround time at FCC is now less than an hour, for VEC-submitted data.

Our batches no longer are held until midnight.  What VECs send to FCC say right now (3:22 PM local Eastern time) will likely be granted within 60 minutes, and the results would first appear at http://www.fcc.gov/wtb/uls  SEARCH, LICENSE.  Public call servers would get these updates tomorrow, rather than Saturday.

PS - Remember that the test fee goes to $10 starting next Monday, January 1st.

ARRL Announces Important New DXCC Rule

Transmitted by Harry Ketler, W1DGD

In a special meeting held December 9, 2000, the Board of Directors of the American Radio Relay League approved a recommendation by the ARRL's DX Advisory Committee, which creates a new method for awarding credit for DXCC Entities.

The Rule, (No. 58), which has been called the G0RE Rule, was adopted after extensive efforts by Inoah Worktim, an active DXer in Dorking, England.  Mr. Worktim complained to the DX Advisory Committee when his QSL card for working the African DX entity, Chad (TT), was disallowed.  The ballpoint pen with which the Chad operator, TT4U, wrote on G0RE's QSL card made only a light indentation on the card.  Careful examination by holding the TT4U card up to a light, by a team of judges resulted in the decision that it would not be accepted.  However, G0RE's appeal resulted in a re-counting of his QSL cards and, during an extraordinary meeting, testimony was heard that he did call the Chad station and thought he worked TT4U.

The so-called G0RE rule will allow amateurs who can show they were confused by instructions given by a DX or DXpedition operator during a pileup, or whose calls may have been drowned out by "frequency police" to receive special consideration by those who verify DXCC applications and endorsements.  In testimony, other amateurs said they, too were confused by TT4U's instructions and they planned to lodge a massive protest in the matter.

Under the new G0RE rule, an operator who believes he actually worked a new entity can demand that DXCC checkers recount all QSL cards that were initially not counted.  An improperly or weakly marked QSL card will still be counted if the submitting operator says he intended to work the entity in question.

DX Advisory Committee members and those who field-check QSL cards in the DXCC program said they expect the manual recounts could result in a wholesale change in the number of operators presently on the DXCC Honor Role.

The G0RE Rule became effective November 8, 2000
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Monthly Newsletter

Club Officers and Committeemen

President: Bob Pratt, KA1DZA

Vice-President: Bob Mandeville, N1EDM

Treasurer: John Wittey, N1PRK

Secretary: Gil Follett, W1GMF

Repeater Trustee: Jay Zappulla, N1FDX

Callsign Trustee: Carl Aveni, N1FYZ

2M Repeater 
147.180+ (Tone 67.0) 


440 Repeater
444.550+ (Tone 88.5)

WHIT Node
145.090  WA1GDJ-7 (Whitman)

DXCluster 
K1AJ, 145.690; PILGRM Node 145.730

MARA Web page
www.qsl.net/w1mv



WARC Web page
www.qsl.net/wa1npo
Skywarn

www.qsl.net/w1gmf


Monthly meetings are held the 3rd Tuesday of each month at 7:30PM at the Bridgewater Public Library in Bridgewater Center.  Talk-in is on 147.180+

Our Meetings-On-The-Air are held every other Tuesday evening at 8PM on 147.180+ and includes the Westlink News Report with the latest news about happenings in the world of Amateur Radio.

The South Shore Skywarn Net is held every Saturday evening at 8PM local time on 147.180+ and is open to all hams. 
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