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Secretary’s Report

MARA MEETING, 08/15/06

Carl N1FYopened the meeting at 8:00PM

SECRETARY’S REPORT

Secretary’s report was accepted as published in the newsletter

TREASURER’S REPORT

The Treasurer’s report was accepted as read

REPEATER TRUSTEES 

Carl N1FY, Gil W1GMF, Lou N1UEC, and

Bob N1EDM

REPEATERS

147.180  ok and the 444.550  controller board was sent to the manufacturer for repair. The repeater is operating with backup board.

OLD BUSINESS

Operators needed for Sept 8  Walk

and Sept 24-Brockton Triathlon 

NEW BUSINESS

Boxboro Convention 8/25 thru 8/27

Whitman Club will operate a station at the Marshfield Fair Aug 16-28

Operators needed for YWCA Fall Frolic in October.

Skywarn had 32 activations from mid-July through mid August.

Carl N1FY closed the meeting at 8:49PM

Respectfully Submitted,

Pete  N1NVV

Notes From The Field

Mike Neilson not to continue as Section Manager

Michael Neilsen, W1MPN, ARRL Eastern Massachusetts Section Manager has announced that he will not seek to continue in that office after his current term ends on December 31, 2006. It is expected that ARRL will conduct an election sometime in the next couple of months to choose a successor to take office on Jan 1, 2007.  

In order to know what the members would like to see and not see in the newsletter I need 
your comments-good or bad. I have set up an e-mail address just for handling the newsletter. 
I would appreciate articles, pictures, comments, stories, club histories –things that might 
interest the members. The email address is MARANews@hotmail.com. 

Pete   N1NVV

ARRL GRANTED EXPERIMENTAL LICENSE FOR 500 KHZ RESEARCH BY RADIO AMATEURS

The FCC's Office of Engineering and Technology on September 13 granted Part

5 experimental license WD2XSH to the ARRL on behalf of a group of radio

amateurs interested in investigating spectrum in the vicinity of 500 kHz.

The two-year authorization permits experimentation and research between 505

and 510 kHz (600 meters) using narrowband modes at power levels of up to 20

W effective radiated power (ERP). ARRL Member Fritz Raab, W1FR, of Vermont,

will serve as experimental project manager for "The 500 KC Experimental

Group for Amateur Radio" <http://www.500kc.com/> 

"I'm kind of excited to see how we can apply modern technology to a 'classic

part' of the radio spectrum," Raab told ARRL this week. He pointed out that

500 kHz - the traditional maritime emergency frequency - is roughly

geometrically halfway between the 136 kHz experimental band and the 160

meter amateur allocation. 

"In contrast to 160 meters, 500 kHz is low enough to offer good groundwave

propagation, but in contrast to 137 kHz it is high enough to allow us to

engage in real communication with realistic equipment." Raab eventually

would like to see at least a secondary 600-meter amateur allocation from 495

to 510 kHz.

"Besides the opportunities for experimenting at low frequencies, that

frequency is well suited to regional groundwave communication," Raab said.

He envisions eventual use of the spectrum to provide Amateur Radio emergency

communication via groundwave, without having to deal with the vagaries of

the ionosphere or causing interference to other services.

For about a century, the 500 kHz region was an important band for maritime

communication, emergency and otherwise. The band is occasionally used by

"heritage" commercial maritime stations, such as the Maritime Radio

Historical Society's KPH on the West Coast, on special occasions. 500 kHz

remains designated as an official maritime emergency CW frequency, although

the vast majority of maritime users have shifted to satellite-based systems.

In addition to experimentation and regional emergency work, Raab says he

believes that the 505-510 kHz spectrum could serve as "an historic band"

that could support various commemorative special event-type operations.

Proposals are under consideration in the UK and Ireland to establish an

experimental Amateur Radio allocation in the vicinity of 500 kHz.

The WD2XSH project calls for operation from 21 discrete fixed sites spread

throughout the US. Participants all are electrical professionals, many with

maritime radio backgrounds, Raab said, adding that operation already has

begun. The group eventually will be seeking reports from non-participants,

he said.

Raab says the gear participants will use represents "every kind of antenna

and equipment you can imagine," including surplus vacuum-tube maritime

units. At his Colchester, Vermont, location he's using a 42-foot vertical,

but others are employing inverted Ls, loops and Marconis, among others.

Raab was a co-author of the article "A 100-W Class-D Power Amplifier for LF

and MF," which appeared in the March-April edition of QEX

<http://www.arrl.org/qex/2006/03/toc.pdf>. He's using an amplifier of that

design for his WD2XSH operations.

The FCC turned down a 1998 petition from the ARRL to create an Amateur Radio

"sliver band" in the vicinity of 136 kHz, but some US amateur licensees have

obtained FCC Part 5 Experimental licenses to research the possibilities of

LF, including transatlantic and transpacific propagation. Amateur Radio

licensees in Europe and elsewhere already have access to 135.7 to 137.8 kHz,

and several hams in Canada have authorization to operate there using Amateur

Radio call signs.

FELONIES, ALLEGED CORPORATE MISDEEDS COULD COST RADIO AMATEUR HIS LICENSE

The FCC has ordered an Indiana commercial and Amateur Radio license holder,

Timothy M. Doty, WB9MCD, of W Terre Haute, and a Land Mobile Service (LMS)

company in which he's a principal to show cause why their respective

licenses should not be revoked. In an Order to Show Cause released August

30, the FCC said it received information last year suggesting that

Commercial Radio Service Inc (CRS) "may not have properly disclosed

information" about Doty's felony convictions in applications it filed with

the Commission.

"The character of the applicant is among those factors that the Commission

considers in its review of applications to determine whether the applicant

has the requisite qualifications to be a Commission licensee," the FCC said

in the show cause order. Felony convictions "raise potential questions

regarding a licensee's qualifications," the FCC said. "Similarly, because of

the extent of his ownership and control of CRS, Mr Doty's felony convictions

also raise serious questions about the character qualifications of CRS to be

and remain a Commission licensee."

The FCC said CRS's response to a letter of inquiry it had sent last May

determined that Doty has been a director and 50 percent shareholder of CRS,

and, until last May, a CRS officer. CRS holds licenses for four Private LMS

stations and one Commercial LMS station. Doty holds a General Radiotelephone

Operator license in addition to his ham ticket. All of the licenses are in

jeopardy.

The Commission said publicly available records show that Doty was convicted

in federal court of a felony that involved manufacture and possession of

unauthorized satellite TV descrambling devices. He received three years'

probation and a $2000 fine in that case, the FCC said in the Order. In

addition, the FCC said, publicly available records indicated Doty was found

guilty in state court on a felony count of possessing a controlled

substance. For that conviction, he was sentenced to 18 months' incarceration

with all but 30 days suspended, the FCC said in the Order.

Subsequent to his federal and state felony convictions, the FCC asserts, CRS

failed to reveal that the applicant or any party directly or indirectly

controlling the applicant had ever been convicted of a felony in state or

federal court.

The FCC said misrepresentation and lack of candor "raise immediate concerns

as to whether a licensee will be truthful in future dealings with the

Commission." CRS, the FCC maintained, should have revealed Doty's felony

convictions in its Commission filings. "The Commission may revoke the

license of a licensee who deliberately makes misrepresentations or lacks

candor in dealing with the agency because he or she lacks the basic

character qualifications to hold the license,." the FCC said.

Assuming that CRS and Doty respond to the show cause order within 30 days of

its release, the Commission indicated it would schedule a hearing to

determine whether Doty's felony convictions affect his and CRS's

qualifications to be and remain a Commission licensee and to determine

whether CRS made misrepresentations and/or lacked candor in its dealings

with the FCC.

"CRS's failure to disclose the felony convictions of one of its principals

raises a substantial and material question of fact as to whether CRS made

false certifications, misrepresented facts to the Commission and/or

demonstrated a lack of candor," the FCC said in its discussion of the case.

The FCC suggested that CRS declined to reveal Doty's felony convictions

because it knew the information would potentially disqualify CRS and Doty as

Commission licensees.

Regardless of the outcome of the hearing on the character qualification

issues, the FCC said it also would determine whether to fine CRS as much as

$97,500 for its alleged failure to disclose Doty's felony convictions in one

or more applications.

Since the 1990s, the FCC has applied character qualification standards

previously reserved for broadcast licensees to applicants and licensees in

other radio services, including the Amateur Radio Service.

ARRL ON-LINE AUCTION "PREVIEW" SET FOR MID-OCTOBER

With a little less than two months to go and counting before the ARRL's

first On-Line Auction gets under way, ARRL Business Services Manager Deb

Jahnke, K1DAJ, says the League has received several generous donations from

a variety of sources. Auction proceeds will benefit ARRL educational

programs and services.

"I think you'll find a terrific variety of items when bidding kicks off on

October 23," she said. Jahnke says the On-Line Auction site will open for a

"preview" starting Monday, October 16.

"At that time, you'll be able to view many of the items that will be up for

bid the following week," she said. "You'll also be able to register at that

time, if you choose." Auction proceeds will help to support the League's

educational services and programs.

The auction will be open to all -- ARRL members and otherwise. Bidders just

need online access and must register prior to participating, which they may

do at any time during the auction.

The ARRL On-Line Auction will begin Monday, October 23, and will wrap up

Friday, November 3. Jahnke and her Business Services team are planning,

organizing and managing this premier event.

Jahnke said many ARRL members have inquired to ask if they could donate a

piece of vintage Amateur Radio gear or other item for the auction -- either

on their own behalf or in someone's memory.

"If this is something that you wish to do, please contact me

<djahnke@arrl.org> to discuss it further," she said.

Jahnke says the link to the ARRL On-Line Auction site will become available

via the ARRL Web home page during the October 16 preview and once bidding

begins October 23.

DX  NEWS &  EVENTS

MONTENEGRO, 4O.  Martti, OH2BH may be QRV as 4O3B in the

Scandinavian Activity contest on a variety of bands.  QSL to home

call.

MALAWI, 7Q.  Ely, IN3VZE will be QRV as 7Q7CE from the west shore of

Lake Malawi from September 18 to October 6.  Activity will be on 80

to 10 meters using SSB.  QSL to home call.

SOUTH COOK ISLANDS, E5.  Ken, ZL4HU is QRV as E51KH from Rarotonga,

IOTA OC-013, until September 22.  He is generally active on 20

meters using SSB.  QSL direct to home call.

KYRGYZSTAN, EX.  Bek, EX8AB is usually QRV using RTTY on 30 meters

around 1700z.

KERGUELEN ISLAND, FT5X.  Gildas, TU5KG is QRV as FT5XP for the next

two months.  Of late he's been active on 15 meters at various times.

QSL via F4EFI.

LIECHTENSTEIN, HB0.  Operators DF4OQ, DJ5BX, DL1ZBO, DK9FEC and

DL1FX will be QRV as HB0/homecalls from September 21 to 25.

Activity will be on 80 to 10 meters using CW, SSB and various

digital modes.  They plan to be QRV as HB0/DL1ZBO in the upcoming CW

WW RTTY contest.  QSL via operators' instructions.

OGASAWARA, JD1.  Operator JA1NAL/JD1 has been active on 15 meters

from around 0000 to 0700z.

MONGOLIA, JT.  Operators OK1CCK, OK1ES, OK1FM and OK1XC are QRV as

JT800OK from Ulaan Baatar until October 8.  Activity is on 160 to 10

meters using CW, SSB, RTTY, SSTV and PSK31.  QSL via OK1XC.

DENMARK, OZ.  Bernd, DL8AAV, will be QRV as OZ/DL8AAV/p from Laeso

Island, IOTA EU-088, from September 17 to 30.  Activity will be on

80 to 10 meters using CW and SSB.  QSL to home call.

EGYPT, SU.  Dave, KJ9I is QRV as SU/KJ9I until September 18.  QSL to

home call.

DODECANESE, SV5.  Drew, GM3YOR will be QRV as SV5/homecall from IOTA

EU-001 from September 21 to October 4 while on holiday.  He will be

active on the HF bands using only CW and when time and conditions

permit.  QSL to home call.

PALAU, T8.  JE1SYN and JP1IOF will be QRV as T88YN and T88AS,

respectively, from Koror, IOTA OC-009, from September 21 to 24.

Activity will be on 80 to 10 meters, using CW, SSB, RTTY and FM,

with two stations.  QSL to home calls.

UZBEKISTAN, UK.  Mike, UK8AR is usually QRV on 20 meters using CW

between 0100 and 0200z.

BELIZE, V3.  Operators K9DUR, KC9JMA, NT9T and KC9AOR will be QRV

from Placencia as V31DU, V31PW, V31TN and V31OR, respectively, from

September 16 to 23.  Activity will be on 160 to 6 meters using SSB.

NAMIBIA, V5.  Pierre, HB9QQ is QRV as V5/HB9QQ until September 30

and is active mainly on 30, 17 and 12 meters.  QSL via HB9QQ.

CANADA, VE.  Steve, VE2TKH is QRV as VY0ICE from Iqauluit, Baffin

Island, IOTA NA-047, until May 30, 2007.  Activity is on 80 to 6

meters using CW and SSB.  QSL direct via VE2AWR.

CHAGOS ISLAND, VQ9.  Jim, ND9M is QRV as VQ9JC from Diego Garcia,

IOTA AF-006, for the next four months.  QSL to home call.

INDIA, VU.  Kumar, VU2BGS is normally QRV on 160 meters around 2100z

on Saturdays.

This Weekend on the Radio: The North American Sprint (SSB), the ARRL 10

GHz and Up Contest, F.I.S.T.S. Get Your Feet Wet Weekend, the SARL VHF/UHF

Contest, the Scandinavian Activity Contest (CW), the South Carolina QSO

Party, QRP Afield, the Washington State Salmon Run and the QCWA Fall QSO

Party are the weekend of September 16-17. JUST AHEAD: The Run for the Bacon

QRP Contest and the 144 MHz Fall Sprint are September 18. The NAQCC Straight

Key/Bug Sprint is September 21. The CQ Worldwide DX Contest (RTTY), the

Scandinavian Activity Contest (SSB), the Texas QSO Party, the AGCW VHF/UHF

Contest and the UBA ON Contest (CW) are the weekend of September 23-24. The

Fall QRP Homebrewer Sprint is September 25. The 222 MHz Fall Sprint is

September 26. See the ARRL Contest Branch page

<http://www.arrl.org/contests/> and the WA7BNM Contest Calendar

<http://www.hornucopia.com/contestcal/index.html> for more info.

NEW ENGLAND FLEA SCHEDULE – COURTESY W1GSL

New England Area   Ham - Electronic Flea Market  ***  dates  *** 2006 

All events are Ham Radio/ Electronic related except ~_____~ 

*************************************************************************************************************

August 2006                                                    

Contact          Source

*************************************************************************************************************

16 Sept Forestdale RI RIFMRS @VFW rt146 8A flea+auct Rick K1KYI 401 725 7507  

16 Sept Alexander ME SCVARC @ElmSch                 Skip KB1HXC 207 454 2156  

16 Sept Montreal PQ WIARC @Shriners $5@9 $15/T@8         VE2CWI              W

17 Sept Cambridge MA         FLEA at MIT                   Nick 617 253 3776  

                Third Sunday April thru October                               

17 Sept Newtown CT CARC                             James KD1YV 203 775 1946 A

30 Sept Drummondville PQ CRdD @StBernardCol $5@9$15/T@7 Jacques

1 Oct Queens NY HoSARC 47-01 111st $5@9 $10/sp@7:30       Steve 718 898 5599 F

6,7 Oct Hopkinton NH HossTraders @FG x7 I89           Joe K1RQG 207 469 3492 W

7 Oct Lake Placid NY NNYARA                       Thomas WB2KLD 518 827 4800 A

8 Oct Wallingford CT Nutmeg Conv $20/sp $7@9         John N1GNV 203 440 4468 F

14 Oct Nashua NH NE Antique RC ** Moved see 21 Oct **     Marty 603 755 2839  +

15 Oct Cambridge MA          FLEA at MIT                   Nick 617 253 3776  

                Third Sunday April thru October                               

21 Oct Greenwood NS GARC @CommCtr $3@10 S@8         Eric VE1CFY 902 765 

21 Oct Manchester NH Antique RC @BingoCtr         Charlie AB1CI 603 898 4821  +

22 Oct Lindenhurst NY ToBARES @KoC $6@9 $25/T@7   Walter KA2RGI 631 957 

28 Oct Waterford CT TCARC Auction @OswegatchieSch@10 Tom WA@RYV 860 464 

28 Oct Montreal PQ MSSARC @PlDesaulniers $5@9$10/T@6 Roch VE2DU 514 765 

28-29 Oct Watertown MA Photographica @ACEC ~photo~         John 781 592 2553 W

3 Nov Feeding Hills MA HCRA Auction @CongCh @6:30PM    Jim KK1W 413 245 

4 Nov Londonderry NH IRS @Lions Sellers$10@7 $3@9  Gayle KB1LHA 781 598  

11 Nov E Falmouth MA FARA @KoC $5@9 $10/S@7         Ralph N1YHS 508 548 6405 

Items For Sale

Here's the updated  list of items that Bob WA1AOH has for sale. 
 

MFJ-1272  BYV for K-VHF

MIC/TNC Switch 
 $15

Bencher Low Pass filter
Model YA-1


$5

Drake TV-1000 Low Pass filter



$5

Various connectors





$0.50

Micronta 12V 8 A power supply



$30

Pace 5805-A Regulated power supply 2.5 A


$B/O

Dentron Jr. Monitor antenna tuner



$30

E & G Research CB power supply



$5

Micronta regulated 12 V power supply


$30

Alinco DJ-280
220 band HT




$50

Radio Shack HTX-202
2-meter HT


$50

Icom IC-2AT


2-meter HT


$50


Master control panel





$B/O

Anyone interested can contact me, Roy, at kb1cyv@gis.net
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Monthly Newsletter

Club Officers and Committeemen

President: Carl Aveni, N1FY

Vice-President: Peter Curley, N1NVV

Treasurer: Gil Follett, W1GMF

Secretary: Loren Pimental N1IQI

Call sign Trustee: Carl Aveni, N1FY 

Repeater Trustees: Carl Aveni N1FY. Gil Follett W1GMF, Lou Harris N1UEC, Bob Mandeville N1EDM

2M Repeater 
147.180+ (Tone 67.0)

440 Repeater
444.550+ (Tone 88.5)

Bridge Node
145.090  W1MV (Bridgewater)

Packet BBS
145.090  W1GMF-4

MARA Web page
http://www.w1mv.org/ 

WARC Web Page

" 

http://www.wa1npo.org


Qsl via

www.eqsl.cc
Skywarn

www.powersrvcs.org/w1gmf/skywarn.htm
DXClusters 
WD1L 145.030 (Brockton) K1AJ, 145.690 

& PILGRM Node 145.730 (Plymouth/Duxbury)

Monthly meetings are held the 3rd Tuesday of each month at 7:30PM at the Bridgewater EOC in the Academy building in Bridgewater Center.  Talk-in is on 147.180+

Our Meetings-On-The-Air are held every other Tuesday evening at 8PM on 147.180+ and includes the Westlink News Report with the latest news about happenings in the world of Amateur Radio.

The South Shore Skywarn Net is held every Saturday evening at 8PM local time on 147.180+ and is open to all hams.

VE Exams are held the 2nd Saturday of every month at St. Claire’s Church, in Braintree.  Contact Bill Needham, K1WN, at 781-843-4400 or via email at k1wn@aol.com 
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