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Founded February 6, 1962

February, 2004

Volume 43 Issue 2

Secretary’s Report

President Joe W1JOE opened the meeting at 8:00 P.M. 

Directors present: Joe W1JOE, Carl N1FY, Gil W1GMF and Roy KB1CYV.

TREASURER’S REPORT: 

Accepted as read.

SECRETARY’S REPORT: Roy KB1CYV

Accepted as printed in the December newsletter.

REPEATER TRUSTEE REPORT: Carl N1FY and Gil W1GMF

Both machines are operating well.

CLUB CALLSIGN TRUSTEE: Carl N1FY.

No activity reported.

SKYWARN/ARES: Carl N1FY.

Plans are progressing for Skywarn training sessions in the spring.  Carl N1FY will be attending a strategy meeting at Taunton NWS on March 6th.  There will be a dress rehearsal on March 10th in preparation for the April 14th FEMA graded exercise.  Volunteers will be needed for the Bridgewater 4th of July activities.

OLD BUSINESS:

There was no outstanding old business.

NEW BUSINESS: 

If you are not receiving the newsletter send an e-mail to Bob n1edm@comcast.net and he will look into it. Carl N1FY reported that MARA has donated a DVD player to the Bridgewater Public Library. This is much appreciated as a result of recent budget cuts. Anyone planning on attending the Dayton Hamvention should make hotel reservations immediately.  Bruce NI1X was able to make contact with Whitey K1VV on 20-meters during the recent Marconi event on Cape Cod.

Joe W1JOE closed the meeting at 8:50 P.M. following a viewing of the NWS SET drill video produced by Whitey K1VV.

Respectively Submitted

Roy KB1CYV, Secretary

Emergency Preparedness Training

By Carl, N1FY

Ongoing emergency preparedness and communications training is part of each Saturday night’s Skywarn net.

In addition to that training, there will be a dress rehearsal drill at the EOC on March 10th for the April 15th FEMA graded exercise.  I will discuss this at the February meeting.  I would appreciate it if all interested members would please give me a heads-up if they can attend.  Thanks!

Get your Technician Class Amateur Radio License in one weekend
If you know of someone wanting to get their Ham Radio license, the following might be helpful to them.

The Falmouth Amateur Radio Association

***License in a weekend class***
· Pre-registration required, no walk-ins, 

· 1 CEU credit

· Friday, through Sunday, April 16-18, 2004

Location

· Barnstable County Fairgrounds Classroom

Route 151 Falmouth Ma.

Text

· ARRL’s Technician Q & A Book, 3rd Edition 

Schedule
· Fri. 7-9pm, Sat. 9am-5pm, Sun 9am-2pm

(ARRL VEC exams 2pm Sunday)

Course Fee $50.00/ including Text

Text: $12.95

Text is ARRL’s “Tech Q&A 2nd Ed.”

You must have this text.  Fee includes lunch Sat & Sun, exam fee and 1 year membership in FARA 

To register and for more info

Call Bob, N1WAT @ 508-477-0771 or e-mail, bodot@gis.net or register on the web at WWW.FALARA.ORG
No prior experience is required - no age limit.  All are welcome.  Class size limited so register early to assure placement.  Registration closed 7 days prior to start of session.
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A Face from the Past

Many of you remember Athan Kramer from several years ago, N1PYO.  Athan was in the USCG when he was stationed here, and has since moved on to Michigan, Washington State, and several other duty stations.  He’s also served as Warrant Officer doing Interdiction on the high seas – not an easy, or safe job by anyone’s standards.  Athan has currently been selected for Senior Chief Petty Officer, for you USCG and Navy types.

Athan’s latest assignment finds him in Iraq.  Wife Nancy (DuPont) Kramer, N1RAG keeps us informed from time to time on the goings-on of herself, Athan, and their two young sons.  The photo above (Athan is in the center) was taken at Umm Qasr.

Thanks for the photo, Nancy.  Please tell Athan that all of MARA says Hello, and that we’re proud of the work you’re doing.

ARRL to Propose New Entry-Level License, Code-Free HF Access

ARLB003 

The ARRL will ask the FCC to create a new entry-level Amateur Radio license that would include HF phone privileges without requiring a Morse code test.  The League also will propose consolidating all current licensees into three classes, retaining the Element 1 Morse Requirement - now 5 WPM-only for the highest class.  The ARRL Board of Directors overwhelmingly approved the plan January 16 during its Annual Meeting in Windsor, Connecticut.  The proposals--developed by the ARRL Executive Committee following a Board instruction last July--are in response to changes made in Article 25 of the international Radio Regulations at World Radiocommunication Conference 2003 (WRC-03).  They would continue a process of streamlining the amateur licensing structure that the FCC began more than five years ago but left unfinished in the Amateur Service license restructuring Report and Order (WT 98-143) that went into effect April 15, 2000.

''Change in the Amateur Radio Service in the US, especially license requirements and even more so when Morse is involved, has always been emotional,'' said ARRL First Vice President Joel Harrison, W5ZN, in presenting the Executive Committee's recommendations.  ''In fact, without a doubt, Morse is Amateur Radio's 'religious debate.'''

The entry-level license class--being called ''Novice'' for now – would require a 25-question written exam.  It would offer limited HF CW/data and phone/image privileges on 80, 40, 15 and 10 meters as well as VHF and UHF privileges on 6 and 2 meters and on 222-225 and 430-450 MHz. Power output would be restricted to 100 W on 80, 40, and 15 meters and to 50 W on 10 meters and up.

''The Board sought to achieve balance in giving new Novice licensees the opportunity to sample a wider range of Amateur Radio activity than is available to current Technicians while retaining a motivation to upgrade,'' said ARRL CEO David Sumner, K1ZZ.  Under the ARRL plan, current Novice licensees--now the smallest and least active group of radio amateurs--would be grandfathered to the new entry-level class without further testing.

The middle group of licensees--Technician, Tech Plus (Technician with Element 1 credit) and General--would be merged into a new General license that also would not require a Morse examination.  Current Technician and Tech Plus license holders automatically would gain current General class privileges without additional testing.  The current Element 3 General examination would remain in place for new applicants.

The Board indicated that it saw no compelling reason to change the Amateur Extra class license requirements.  The ARRL plan calls on the FCC to combine the current Advanced and Amateur Extra class licensees into Amateur Extra, because the technical level of the exams passed by these licensees is very similar.  New applicants for Extra would have to pass a 5 WPM Morse code examination, but the written exam would stay the same.  Sumner said the Board felt that the highest level of accomplishment should include basic Morse capability. Current Novice, Tech Plus and General licensees would receive lifetime 5 WPM Morse credit.

''This structure provides a true entry-level license with HF privileges to promote growth in the Amateur Service,'' Harrison said.

Among other advantages, Sumner said the plan would allow new Novices to participate in HF SSB emergency nets on 75 and 40 meters as well as on the top 100 kHz of 15 meters.  The new license also could get another name, Sumner said.  ''We're trying to recapture the magic of the old Novice license, but in a manner that's appropriate for the 21st century.''

The overall proposed ARRL license restructuring plan would more smoothly integrate HF spectrum privileges across the three license classes and would incorporate the ''Novice refarming'' plan the League put forth nearly two years ago in a Petition for Rule Making (RM-10413).  The FCC has not yet acted on the ARRL plan, which would alter current HF subbands.

The ARRL license restructuring design calls for no changes in privileges for Extra and General class licensees on 160, 60, 30, 20, 17 or 12 meters.  Novice licensees would have no access to those bands.

See ''ARRL to Propose New Entry-Level License, Code-Free HF Access'' on the ARRL Web site, www.arrl.org/news/stories/2004/01/19/1/, for the specific subband allocations ARRL is proposing for each class.

AMSAT-NA ECHO Satellite Moves Another Step Closer to Launch

The ARRL Letter, Vol. 23, No. 4, Jan 23, 2004

The AMSAT-OSCAR ECHO satellite has edged a bit closer being launch-ready.  An initial integration effort recently determined that 90 percent of the hardware onboard the new satellite tested out successfully, AMSAT-NA <http://www.amsat.org> reports.  During the next six weeks or so, the development team will resolve various outstanding issues, and final integration will be scheduled.

"The launch window opens in late March, so the satellite is coming together on plan," said AMSAT Marketing Manager Jim Jarvis, N2EA.  He says there's still time for satellite enthusiasts who donate to the ECHO project to have their names placed in orbit aboard the new satellite.  "The names of all contributors will be placed inside the ECHO satellite," he said. AMSAT-NA has not yet reached its $110,000 goal to pay for the AO-ECHO launch.

Jim White, WD0E, and Mike Kingery, KE4AZN, headed the integration team assembled in December at SpaceQuest in Fairfax, Virginia.  In addition to hardware testing, the integration team also wrapped up telemetry calibration for the new bird. AMSAT says that even the experimental L-band receiver and S-band transmitter functioned well during their first tests.

The satellite is tentatively set to go into space from Russia on March 31.  AO-ECHO's planned sun-synchronous orbit will be approximately 800 km above Earth.  Among other capabilities, AO-ECHO will allow satellite voice communication using handheld FM transceivers.

Visit the AMSAT AO-ECHO Web page <http://www.amsat.org/amsat/sats/echo/index.html> for additional details.

Marconi 101st

By Whitey, K1VV

Pi K1RV, .Don N1DT, and I were on with W1AA for the Marconi 101st anniversary event.
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We had about 500 QSO’s total in both CW and Phone.  The big pile ups were on 20 Phone.


The picture below is a Special QSL sent out for the 101st Anniversary event.

73 Whitey K1VV

FCC Goes After Alleged 10-Meter Scofflaws

The ARRL Letter, Vol. 23, No. 06, 2/6/2004

The FCC is working on at least two fronts to eliminate unlicensed operation from the 10-meter band.  In January, FCC Special Counsel Riley Hollingsworth sent warning notices to two shipping companies regarding reports to the Commission that some of the companies' vehicles may be the source of illegal radio transmissions on the amateur band.  One of the companies, UPS, has offered full cooperation.

"Many truckers use CB radio, which does not require a license," Hollingsworth pointed out in letters to UPS offices in Ohio and Indiana and to R&L Transfer Inc of Ohio.  "However, any person using a radio transmitter on the Amateur Radio bands must possess a station and operator license."  Hollingsworth asked the over-the-road shippers to advise their drivers that such radio operation could subject them to heavy fines and seizure of their radio equipment.

UPS Attorney Daniel N. Tenfelde responded to assure Hollingsworth that his company was taking its Warning Notice seriously and has launched a full investigation.  "We discovered that some employees had obtained CB radios that contained a mechanism allowing them to switch frequencies into the 10-meter Amateur Radio band," he told Hollingsworth in a January 28 letter.  "It is not UPS policy to allow equipment such as this to be used in our vehicles."  He said UPS' contract with the Teamsters Union allows only for CB radios.

Tenfelde said UPS is working with its transportation and labor groups to let drivers know that such unlicensed operation violates both UPS policy and FCC regulations.

In a parallel development, the FCC issued a Citation to Jonathan Edward Stone, doing business as Omnitronics/Pacetronics for alleged violation of §302(b) of the Communications Act and §2.803(a)(1) of the Commission's rules.  An investigation by the FCC's Dallas field office led the Commission to allege that Omnitronics-/Pacetronics was offering more than two dozen uncertificated "Citizens Band" transceivers via its Web site.  The FCC says Omnitronics-/Pacetronics was marketing the units as Amateur Radio equipment, which does not require FCC certification (formerly known as "type acceptance").

"The Commission has evaluated radio frequency devices similar to those listed and concluded that the devices at issue are not only amateur radios but can easily be altered for use as Citizens Band devices as well," said the FCC Citation from FCC Dallas District Director James D. Wells.  The FCC said it concluded that the devices fall within the definition of CB transmitters that "cannot legally be imported or marketed in the United States."  That would include so-called "export" models, the Citation said, pointing to a 2000 revision of §2.1204(a)(5) of its rules.

Citing §95.655(a) of the FCC's rules, Wells noted that "dual-use CB and Amateur Radio of the kind at issue here may not be certificated under the Commission's rules."  The clarification was added to Part 95--which governs the Citizens Band--"to explicitly foreclose the possibility of certification of dual-use CB and amateur radios and thereby deter use by CB operators of frequencies allocated for Amateur Radio use," he said.

The FCC Citation also warned Unitronics-/Pacetronics regarding the requirement of FCC certification of external RF amplifiers or amplifier kits capable of operating below 144 MHz as well as the prohibition against marketing RF amplifiers or amplifier kits capable of operating between 24 and 35 MHz.

AO-40 Ailing

The ARRL Letter, Vol. 23, No. 05, 1/30/2004

Ground controllers for the AO-40 satellite are trying to figure out just what happened to cause a significant drop in the spacecraft's bus voltage, taking it off the air.  The satellite remains silent in the wake of a precipitous voltage drop from around 26 volts down to 18 volts early on January 27 (UTC). AO-40 controllers are fairly certain that one or more shorted battery cells are at the root of the problem.  Efforts to restart the satellite's 2.4-GHz downlink transmitter have been unsuccessful.

"Our current best understanding is that we suffered a catastrophic failure of the main battery, which is clamping the bus voltage at a low level," Stacey Mills, W4SM, of the AO-40 command team said in a posting on the AMSAT-DL Web site.

The AO-40 satellite was the result of AMSAT's ambitious international Phase 3D project.  The AMSAT-NA Board of Directors met January 29 to review the current situation.  "The next few weeks will be of great interest as the satellite is entering into a sun angle which is becoming increasingly favorable for charging the batteries," said AMSAT-NA President Robin Haighton, VE3FRH. Tests are under way on spare batteries in AMSAT's Orlando, Florida, lab in an effort to simulate the failure mode and determine what might be done to recover the satellite.

"At this time, AMSAT engineers and scientists are optimistic about the chances of recovering but--like the NASA Spirit problem - this may take some time to accomplish," Haighton said.

The AO-40 ground team has been sending blind commands to the spacecraft to activate its onboard computerized control system in order to switch in the auxiliary battery bank, which was tied to the main battery bank after a bus voltage drop January 26, and disconnect the main battery.

Mills said that while ground controllers don't claim to fully understand what happened aboard AO-40, operator practices were not to blame. "AO-40 was designed to withstand all that you can throw at it," he said.

Mills explained that the main AO-40 batteries consist of 20 40-Ah cells arranged on three of the radial support arms inside the spacecraft—two packs of seven cells and one pack of six cells.

"It is entirely possible or even probable that the main batteries suffered some damage during the 400-N motor event," Mills said, referring to the onboard catastrophic incident that caused AO-40 to go dark less than a month after its November 2000 launch.

While some systems were irreparably damaged, ground controllers were able to get AO-40 partially up and running again, and the satellite's transponders have been in active use since 2001.  It was subsequently determined that an anomaly involving a fuel valve essentially had caused an onboard explosion. AO-40 had been operating with 435 MHz and 1.2 GHz uplinks and a 2.4 GHz downlink and beacon.

"If it's at all possible to bring AO-40 back, we will," said Mills, who concedes that he's "lived and breathed AO-40" for more than four years. "No success for even weeks or months does not mean that we won't eventually be successful. We will sure keep trying."
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Monthly Newsletter

Club Officers and Committeemen

President: Joe Serilla, W1JOE

Vice-President: Carl Aveni, N1FY

Treasurer: Gil Follett, W1GMF

Secretary: Roy Logan, KB1CYV

Repeater Trustee: Jay Zappulla, N1FDX

Callsign Trustee: Carl Aveni, N1FY
2M Repeater 
147.180+ (Tone 67.0)
440 Repeater
444.550+ (Tone 88.5)

WHIT Node
145.090  W1GMF-7 (Whitman)

MARA Web page
www.qsl.net/w1mv
WARC Web Page
www.qsl.net/wa1npo
Qsl via

www.eqsl.com
Skywarn

www.qsl.net/w1gmf
DXClusters 
WD1L 145.03 (Brockton) K1AJ, 145.690 & PILGRM Node 145.730 (Plymouth/Duxbury)

Monthly meetings are held the 3rd Tuesday of each month at 7:30PM at the Bridgewater Public Library in Bridgewater Center.  Talk-in is on 147.180+

Our Meetings-On-The-Air are held every other Tuesday evening at 8PM on 147.180+ and includes the Westlink News Report with the latest news about happenings in the world of Amateur Radio.

The South Shore Skywarn Net is held every Saturday evening at 8PM local time on 147.180+ and is open to all hams. 

VE Exams are held the 2nd Saturday of every month at St. Claire’s Church, in Braintree.  Contact Bill Needham, K1WN, at 781-843-4400 or via email at k1wn@aol.com
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